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EARLY CHILDHOOD EASTER CELEBRATION

“Don’t be alarmed,” he (an angel) said. “You are
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was
crucified. He has risen! He is not here . . . .” Mark
16:6

It was great welcoming 49 children (nursery
through Kindergarten), 13 siblings and 67 adults to
the joyous occasion of our Annual Early Childhood
Easter Celebration!  Praise God that this was an
increase of families from last year. At least 7 of the
children were either new or not regular GVBC
attenders. We also appreciate the 27 church
volunteers who gave of their time to serve in
ministry. During this special time God blessed the
conversations among Sunday school volunteers
and families, as well as families getting to know
other families. Everyone also enjoyed a delicious
breakfast, prepared by Rob Kato, and received a
beautiful keepsake photo taken by Silvio Carrara.

Along with the Jesus Easter story booths, the
children made a cross craft that included four parts
of Holy Week (Palm Sunday, Last Supper/Maundy
Thursday, Jesus Died on the Cross, and The
Resurrection of Jesus). Even the toddlers had fun
by looking for small, fuzzy crosses in their play
area. The activities were designed to teach and
reinforce the Biblical Easter story rather than the
world's view of eggs and bunnies.

We received positive responses from families
about the activities and crafts, and some of the
older siblings were even glad to be able to
participate and take home a craft. We give glory to
Jesus, our risen Lord and King and are thankful
God continues to bring us closer as a family in
Christ.

Tamara Hernandez
Early Childhood Coordinator
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PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE VOTING

Nominating Committee’s three candidates for the Pastoral Search Committee to
be voted upon by church members at the Special Business Meeting on Sunday
April 24, 2016 at 12:15 PM in the Community Hall:

Minako Fujimoto is married to Jeff and has two sons. Stephen is a
freshman in high school and Thomas is in the seventh grade. Minako
became a GVBC member in 2005. She currently serves as Sunday School
and Small Group Coordinator for the Nichigo (Japanese language)
congregation. In the past, Minako has been a Sunday School teacher and a
member of the 2015 Japan Team to Rifu. She loves teaching children in
Japanese and works as a Japanese school teacher. Minako also currently
serves as the Nichigo Coordinator for Japanese Evangelical Missionary
Society (JEMS). During the past six years at JEMS she has been in contact
with pastors and missionaries in the United States and Japan. It is her hope
that God can use this experience to assist the Pastoral Search Committee.

Richard Imatomi is married to Keiko, has a daughter, Sharon, married to
Sammy Lee, one granddaughter and two grandsons (ages 11, 8 and 5). He
came to GVBC 67 years ago as a youth and became a member in 1962. He
served on the Board from 1962 to 1994 in various capacities including
several terms as Church Moderator. He currently serves as a community
group leader, works with the Primetimers Ministry, ushers during second
service and is involved in other committees. The thing he values most at
GVBC is the leadership who has nurtured him to become a fully devoted
disciple. As he continues to grow in his walk with the Lord, he prays God will
use him to listen, discern and make wise decisions on behalf of the GVBC
members to select the best senior pastor candidate to lead us.

Travis “TJ” Yee is married to Krisi and has two daughters, Taylor (age 8)
and Tylie (age 6) and one son, Ryder (age 2). TJ has attended GVBC ever
since he accepted Christ over 23 years ago with Pastor Daniel Matsuda in
the old junior high room. He was baptized as a teenager and has been a
member for 15 years. He spent years working with the High School Ministry
and had the opportunity to serve on two short term mission teams in Osaka,
Japan. He served on the Board as a Member-at-Large from 2014 through
2016. Over the years, TJ has developed a deep love and appreciation for the
GVBC family and along with his wife, Krisi, and Aki Abe, is a co-director for
the current Nehemiah 5 FinishLine debt retirement campaign.
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Hope everyone had a nice Easter!

On March 18, we were blessed to serve
over 85 guests a nice warm dinner. On the
menu was our hamburger/tomato sauce
goulash over rice, a green salad, green
beans, garlic bread, fruit cocktail with

cantaloupe and oranges, fruit punch and Easter
cupcakes.

Our praise team was awesome and our message was
“The Hope of Easter.” Thank you everyone for another
joyful time of serving our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Thank you to the Evangelism ministry for bringing the
Easter cupcakes and to Tak Shimazaki for picking up the
Guiliano’s bread!

Our prayers go out to the family of Evelyn Uyeda. Evelyn
loved to serve in the Friday Food Ministry. Her smile and
servants heart will be missed by all of us.

Blessings,
Gerald Mayewaki

FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY
BY GERALD MAYEWAKI

Rodney Kagawa
preparing the meal

Jean Urabe handling the setup

(Back to front) Jean Urabe, Rosie Garnica
and Tak Shimazaki preparing dinner

Part of the crew

Easter handouts

Time to eat!
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KEN & DIANE KUDO, SEPAL SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
The Kudos’ church recently held their annual missions conference. The theme of this

29th conference was “Moving Forward” (from Philippians). A veteran Canadian missionary,
Robert Erion, was the conference speaker. Robert spent 40 years serving as a missionary
in Asia — 32 of those years in Thailand. Eight years were spent as a missionary-at-large for
OMF. Ken describes Robert as a church planter, disciple-maker, and missionary
statesmen. The Kudos’ church has sent missionaries among three people groups in Asia.
Their new goal is to raise, equip, and send additional missionaries to Vietnam and
Myanmar.

There is a huge mission field in Sao Paulo, Brazil — the top tier of Brazilian society has
never heard the Gospel. These achievers, many of whom are university graduates, have rejected both the spirit-based
doctrine of Brazilian culture as well as the Catholic national religion with its inconsistencies. Like all achievers, these
individuals are finding, eventually, their honors and glories amount to very little. They are confronted with the emptiness
which results in a life without Christ. Please pray for the Lord to bring hundreds of them to the foot of the cross. This is
not only for their own salvation, but also so the best can become cross-cultural missionaries to Vietnam and Myanmar.
Please also pray for the Kudos’ financial support to be met. In 2015, they lost a sizeable amount of financial support from
former supporters. Pray for new supporters to come on board. “Thank you for praying for harvest workers and supporting
us all these years,” writes Ken.

MICHAEL & CHRIS MASON, JEMS OASIS CHURCH, NARA/OSAKA, JAPAN
“As always, we greatly appreciate your prayers for us and the work the Lord has

called us to do here in Japan. Together, let’s build up the church and help reach the
Japanese for Christ,” write the Masons. At Kansai Christian School (KCS), Chris is
serving as co-director for the all-school drama production “Back to the Cross.” Please
pray for extra energy for Chris as the group holds many rehearsals until the night of the
performance on April 29. Please also pray for Chris and the antics of the boys in her
class. They have been testing her patience — may Chris respond with love and grace
toward each one.

Michael continues to enjoy serving KCS as all-school chaplain. Please pray he would
connect with the hearts of the students each time he speaks to them. Michael is
scheduled next to speak on May 6 then June 3.

The study of I Corinthians has been a blessed time of learning and growth for Oasis Church (OC). Please pray the
members would continue to delve deeply as they study God’s Word. On April 9, OC had a Family Easter Party and BBQ.
They had a special program for children followed by a shared meal with adults and kids.Please pray non-believers will
attend the OC events and hear the Good News.

The Masons are very excited about the short-term mission team “Team Hippo” who arrived on March 31 and helped
minister at OC and KCS until April 11. The team was sent by Cerritos Baptist Church. They used their talents and skills
and were a blessing to both OC and KCS.

The Masons’ son, Luke, enjoys sharing his musical talents in ministry. God has provided opportunities for Luke to play
the piano at various Christian meetings and youth events. He is now learning to play the guitar for ministry purposes.
Pray Luke improve in his musical ability and have a genuine heart of worship so he can effectively lead others.

Thank you for keeping Chris’s parents (Toshikazu & Fujino Miyata) in prayer. Chris’s mother’s Alzheimer’s seems to
be progressing and doctors are determining what the best course of treatment would be. Chris’s dad’s frailty is reflected
in his ability to stand, walk, and get around. Please pray for Chris, who is not able to be with them. Their situation weighs
heavily upon her. Her parents are well taken care of at Atherton Baptist Homes.

PHILIP & CORENNE SMITH, INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES, BRAZIL
With 200 participants, Philip was able to recently give a brief presentation at a congress of Auto

Body Repair Shops for the state. His goal was to get auto body owners to support their ministry by
participating in Hope Mountain’s own auto body repair course. As Philip spoke, an auto body
repair shop owner waved his hand vigorously, wanting to speak. Philip allowed him to share. He
affirmed, “I have five employees who came from Hope Mountain. They are some of my best
professionals.”

Soon after, several auto body repair shop owners shared similar stories. God blessed Philip’s
prayer. Twenty-five auto body shop owners are now participating in Hope Mountain’s auto body
repair course. On March 7, a kick off ceremony was held to inaugurate the recently formed course.
Praise God!
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

LETTERS TO OUR FAMILY
Dear Pastor Steve & GVBC Family, Thank you very much for all your support, Christian love
and helping hands. Also thank you for the beautiful bouquet of flowers. We wish to thank all the
people who donated desserts for after the service. Lyman’s Celebration of Life was a beautiful
funeral service. We were surprised to see so many heart-warming friends who attended the
funeral since it was a late service. The Nojima family are blessed to have such wonderful and
gracious friends and relatives. God bless you all. Lyman is not suffering anymore and he’s at
peace with God. Until we meet again!  In Christ Love, Jean Nojima & Family

Dear Church, Pastor Steve Langley, and Pastor Layne Wakuta,  Thank you for the support the
past couple of weeks. It has really encouraged me, as I went through surgery, to know that you
all care. I have really been blessed and have felt God’s love through your kindness. Thank you,
Pastor Steve and Pastor Layne, for visiting me both before and after the surgery. Thank you for
praying for the surgery as a whole and later for my recovery. Thank you Pastor Layne for the
Aquaman pop doll and the balloons to brighten my room. I especially loved the dolphin balloon
as it reminded me of the joys of swimming. Thank you all for being a supportive church body
spreading God’s love in all that you do. Love, Jonathan Cheng

IN THE NEWS
Christopher Figuracion’s name was spotted in the Tuesday, April 19, 2016 Torrance Daily
Breeze in the “News Feed: San Pedro” column. The article stated: Four students will be
awarded $1,000 scholarships Thursday at the second annual video competition sponsored by
the San Pedro Fish Market in San Pedro . . . and Christopher Figuracion (San Pedro High
School, San Pedro) — were selected from four Harbor Area high schools based on YouTube
videos the students made to celebrate their love of their community. Submissions with the most
views won the scholarship.”  Congratulations Chris!

2016 JAPAN SHORT-TERM MISSION BY BRANDON HENDERSON (AKA DON-CHAN)
I am one of six who will be participating in the Japan Missions team

from June 29th to July 13th. This year the team’s agenda is to continue
to encourage our family in Christ, namely Rifu Oasis Chapel members
who have been working tirelessly since the 2011 triple disaster that
struck Northern Japan, as well as encouraging GVBC returnees who
have gone back to Japan.  However, this year, compared to others, has
a slightly different focus, as we will be more concentrated on outreach
and evangelism.

When we arrive in Tokyo, we will meet with the GVBC returnees so
that we can catch up with them, remind them that we at GVBC have not
forgotten them. We look forward to the mutual encouragement as we
hear what God has done in their lives as well. From there, we will head
to Rifu Oasis Chapel. Pastor Makito and the Oasis members hope to
finally renovate Camp Morigo five years after the disaster, as well as
any other maintenance that may be necessary

With that, we will also be evangelizing, as we will be visiting some of
the temporary housing projects so that we may reach out to those who
have been forced to live there because their own homes were swept
away. We also hope to visit a neighboring town and help out at a
church that is planted there. Lastly, we will be doing something known as an English Café, meaning that we will be
teaching English at a coffeehouse in hopes of using it as an opportunity to spread the gospel in Japan.

On behalf of the team, I would like to thank all of our brothers and sisters here at GVBC from the bottom of our hearts
for your continued support and for allowing us the opportunity to serve in this way. Pray that we are able to humbly serve
under Oasis in whatever way the Spirit has led them, that we may be obedient to the Lord’s calling in Japan, and that we
may be encouraged through what God is doing in Japan through our brothers and sisters that have been planted there.

“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, But to your name give glory, Because of Your mercy, Because of Your truth.” (Psalm
115-1 New King James Version)

(Our Mission Field 4)

Top L-R: Doug Tourville, Brandon Henderson,
Kristen Dresser
Bottom L-R: Alisa Ohara, Kate Bun, Cindy Kono,
Tommy Park
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FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a
prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing
missions work. Please join us for prayer; open to all.
Information on our missionaries and mission projects will
be provided. For questions please contact Linda Hayashi
through the church office.

FOLLOWING CHRIST TODAY
Sundays, 10:45 a.m. — noon, Room 218. This class is
taught by Ron Matsuda. Although the class has started,
you’re welcomed to come. Questions? Call the office.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, May 14, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. NOTE: This will
be the last Bilingual Service, but plans are being made for
something new to start up after Pastor Eiji returns from his
sabbatical. More info to follow. Refreshments served in
Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For more
info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING
MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201. Mahalo
is a Christ-centered healing ministry for anyone, and/or
their loved ones, who are challenged by habits, hurts,
idols, attachments, or addictions. For more information, fill
out the flyer on the Narthex counter and place it in the
black Registration Box. Contact Diane Ujiiye.

SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, April 24, Community Hall, 12:15 p.m. This will be
a short meeting for GVBC members to vote on the Pastoral
Search Committee members.

MOVIE: “MASTERLESS”
Saturday, April 30, 1 PM — 3:30 PM, Community Hall, with
special guest, film producer Craig Shimahara. There is no
cost. Invite friends and family! For more info, contact Cindy
Matsuda, cindy@gvbc.net or see her at the Guest Center
in the Courtyard after the worship services.

DISCOVERING JESUS
Starting Sunday, May 1 for eight weeks at 10:45 a.m. in
Room 214. Come and meet Jesus in a way you’ve never
met him before. In the Discovering Jesus Study Series,
you will experience Jesus up-close and personal through
the re-imagined stories of people from the Bible. Sign up
by filling out and returning the tear-off on the flyer in the
Narthex. Return it to the Guest Center in the Courtyard or
the church office. For more information, contact Cyril
Nishimoto at cynish@aol.com.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Thursday, May 5, room 119. Come anytime between the
hours of 8 AM — 8 PM and join others nationwide to pray
for our nation, as well as our city and neigborhood. A
prayer guide will be available.

WORK DAY
Saturday, May 7, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up coffee
and donuts. No experience needed to help with minor
repairs, landscaping maintenance and cleaning. Lunch is
provided. Come when you can, leave when you must.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, May 30 Memorial Day Federal Holiday

FATHER’S DAY Sunday, June 19
Baptism services. Graduates will also be recognized.

JCI CARNIVAL Volunteers will be needed Sunday, June
26 in the afternoon to help with this community event. Save
the date, more info to follow.

HIGH SCHOOL LONG BEACH MISSION TRIP
Saturday, June 25 to Friday, July 1.

GVBC 2016 WOMEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, June 25 to Sunday, June 26 at BIOLA University,
La Mirada. Our theme is “Prayer Can Change Your Life:
The Power of Prayer” based on James 5:16b. Stephanie
Nakayama will speak on “Knowing God Through Prayer” on
Saturday and on Sunday, Marianne Matsuda will speak on
“The Power of prayer”.

JEMS MT. HERMON FAMILY CAMP
June 26 to July 2. The camp includes families, couples, and
career singles (both English and Japanese-speaking) The
family/main/Nichigo camp registration is on line at http://
www.mounthermon.org/jems.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, July 4 Independence Day Federal Holiday

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
CAVE QUEST—Following Jesus the Light of the World
Monday, July 11 to Friday July 15.Registration for the
general public begins on Sunday, May 15. Watch for
registration forms.

2016 GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 12, 2016, Rio Hondo Golf Club in Downey
12:00 PM Shotgun start. Save the date! Proceeds will
benefit GVBC’s seminarians and Friday Food Ministry —
providing meals for disadvantaged and homeless.
Registration forms will be coming soon.

THE DANIEL PLAN
Saturdays, starting August 13 to October 1, 9:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m. in room 218

MEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, September 24 to Sunday, September 25, Victory
Ranch in Moreno Valley. For all men college-age and up.
This is a great time of fellowship, sharing, support and
teaching plus lots of fun during your free time. Save the
date. More info to follow.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, May 4 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, May 1.

Announcements

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 COLORADO RAILS TOUR:  Tuesday, September 6 to Wednesday, September 14, nine days and 15 meals included.

Depart 6:00 p.m. on September 6 from the New Gardena Hotel, 1641 W. Redondo Beach, Blvd, Gardena. Return
approx. 8:00 p.m. on September 14. Cost is $2,965 per person (double), $3,540 (single), includes all transfers,
gratuities for driver, tour director, roundtrip airfare between LAX and Denver. DEADLINE: final payment due by
Friday, July 1 [make checks payable to GVBC, Colorado Rails in subject line). Experience a Colorado Rocky
Mountain High as you travel on board historic railroads through rugged mountains draped in fall colors. Be
transported back to a Wild West era where mining towns thrived and panning for gold was a way of life. Places you’ll
visit are: the Granada War Relocation Center; Pikes Peak COG Railway & Garden of the Gods; Rio Grande Railway
and Alamosa; Cumbres & Toltec Railroad & Durango; Mesa Verde National Park & Four Corners; Durango &
Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad; and Rocky Mountains National Park.

 CATALINA ISLAND ADVENTURE:  Wednesday, October 19, $154 per person (includes ferry boat fee, motorcoach
transportation and gratuity for the driver), [make checks out to GVBC with Catalina on memo line]. Departs 7:00 a.m.
from GVBC, returns approx. 6:00 p.m. Roundtrip ferry service aboard the Catalina Express. DEADLINE for final
payment is Sunday, September 11. Take a guided scenic tour of Avalon as a guide shares interesting Catalina
Island history and folklore from the comfort of an open-air tram. Free time to explore the waterfront lined with shops
and restaurants. Lunch on your own. Registration forms at the Primetimer’s table in the Courtyard after the worship

 2017 PRIMETIMER’S HONSHU HIGHTLIGHTS JAPAN TOUR MARCH 28 — APRIL 7, 2017
LAX Departure: Tuesday, March 28, 2017, LAX Arrival: Friday, April 07, 2017
Cost: $4,598 per person, double/triple occupancy [NOTE:  checks payable to: Japan Deluxe Tours]
Single Supplement add $720
“PAY-IN-FULL” by May 27, 2016 and receive 7% discount. Discount also available for people on the waiting
list.

DEADLINE: Deposit of $200, the Tour Member’s Agreement and Tour Application Form are due by May 27, 2016.
Balance is due Dec. 27, 2016.
To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.

For more info contact Richard & Keiko Imatomi via the church office or after the worship services in the Courtyard. Fliers
and registration forms will be available as each trip draws nearer. Make checks out to Gardena Valley Baptist Church.

Christian Service Scholarships
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those
who will be in college this fall) who use their Spiritual gifts in Christian service. Up to
$750 will be awarded to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements.
Application & recommendation DEADLINE is June 20, no exceptions. For info
contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

Spring Worship Schedule
English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School concurrent
Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

This is Our Story

SUNDAY, APRIL 24
Pastor James Chang
Bold Prayers

SUNDAY, MAY 1/COMMUNION
Pastor Steve Langley
Boldness for One Name

SUNDAY, MAY 8/MOTHER’S DAY
Radical

SUNDAY, MAY 15
Pastor Daniel Matsuda
Good News for All

SUNDAY, MAY 22
Pastor Steve Langley
It Matters

SUNDAY, MAY 29/MEMORIAL WEEKEND
Pastor Steve Langley

SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING
SUNDAY, APRIL 24
12:30 P.M.
COMMUNITY HALL


